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^ Nattoaa of this hemisphere, it ie sactiiary for me to order *urve*. Uaac 

secretly 

^ ¥; ef the micelle sites yea hove been mmm Iftyc tsstolUsg U Cobs. This 1 

Vr 

^ nan oancsd to the world on lost Moods? night la o statement with which y 
V w# familiar. As a result unarmed United States planes have condact«c 


regular surveillance flights over Cube sad from thsm 1 have learned 


tiii 


^ Informed the American public that you were persisting In the coostxucu-a.. 
yl M these missile beses. loday your forces hove fired on our plane s 
)- / d omagiag some of thsm and shooting down one, hilling the pilot. 1 Us 
/ shocking further provocation on your part, coming to any attention *e i 

was drafting a response to your recent messages , caoees me to nuvis# y . i 


that further attacks on our unarmed reconaalsance pianos cannot b>. toUraisd, 

sad If such attacks occur again there ie no course open to me then to or e: 

such action as is necsssary to insure the safety of United States phsei. 

Obviously you cannot expect me. In view of the highly secret aaturi: cl 

learn 

your Cuban operation, to do other than to ham* by all means available t > 


me the nature of the threat against my country you ars secretly emetine . 
If I am to die charge my responsi bi l i ty which you so clearly recognise. 


Yesterday Secratary General U Thant received one proposal from 5 au» 1 
the evening I receive d another quite different one, and this morning 1 
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this <mc introducing a new and wholly unrelated matter. All are worthy at t er- 
ious consideration and discussion, and X am prepared to make such a?r? tg --■* 
meats from my side. However, X must know that during both the preUmt-ta y 
tglke and the more extended ones yea Intimate that the work on you- off-*- si * 
haeee in Cuba is halted, the auHk mlseiles are made inoperable and uterm* sly 
are to be removed. Until UN or ethar agreed meane of verification ars 
es tab lished, no course is open to me than airial surveillance as puc iicH* 
announce, and any action on your part to halt this will necessitate such 
actions by the United States as are deemed necessary. 
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Message to the North American Council and 
the Governments of all NATO Countries 

9 

1 , 

On October 22, 1962, the President cf the United States 
announced that the presence of offensive weapons in Cuba, which had 
been secretly placed there by the Soviet Union, made it necessary lor 
the United States, after consultation with the Organization of American 
States, to take action to protect the security of the Western Hemisphere 
against the threat posed by these weapons. Accordingly, during th^ 
past several days the United States has taken a series of precautionary 
" and protective actions. In the first place, in order to inform itself 
as to whether the Soviet offensive weapons in Cuba, particularly the 
medium range ballistic missiles, had reached a stage of operational 
readiness where they might be launched against the Western 
Hemisphere, close surveillance was maintained over these missile- 
sites by^^sTinilitary aircraft. Secondly, the United States acted 
through a limited quarantine to prevent the further shipment of offensive 
weapons into Cuba. Thirdly, the United States has approached the Soviet 
Government, both directly and through the good offices of the Acting 
Secretary General of the United Nations, to suggest that further build-up of 
the offensive weapons be halted, the weapons already in place be rendered 
inoperable, and further shipment of such weapons cease, all pending an 
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effort to arrive at a. peaceful solution of the issues presented. these 
later proposals have not been responded to by the Soviet Union. On. the 
contrary, the construction on the missile sites has continued, and there 
is every indication that more of the missiles are becoming operationally 


ready. Moreover, the^U. S. military aircraft which today wen 


conducting publicly announced surveillance over Cuba were exposed to 


intensive ground fire, and one of such aircraft was shot down. 

t. 


In these circumstances, the United States Government, both in 


o 


its own interests and that of its fellow nations in the Western Hemisphere, 
is constrained to take whatever military action may be necessary to 
remove the growing threat to the Hemisphere posed by these operationally 
ready missiles, the status of which cannot safely be assured any longer 
through close surveillance. The Soviet Union, in one of a series 
of inconsistent and conflicting messages, has equated the existence 
of the Jupiter missiles in Turkey, which were placed there in fulfillment 


of the Turkish Government's commitment for the defense of NATO, with t}ie 


missiles and other offensive naisjB-iies which the Soviets have placed in 


Cuba. Although there is in fact no symmetry between the defense of 
NATO and peace in tte Caribbean, it may be that, if the United States 
acts in defense of its vital interests and those of its Western Hemisphere 
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allies against the threat in Cuba, the Soviet Government will take . 
military action against the Jupiter missiles in Turkey. 

Wishing to minimize the possibility of such an attack upon 
Turkey, and possibly upon other NATO countries, the United States 
is willing, if the other members of the NATO alliance so desire, 
to render the Jupiter missiles in Turkey inoperative by 
removal of their warheads and to notify the Soviet Government 
to such an effect prior to moving against the Soviet missiles in 
Cuba. The United States Government is also willing to take 
steps to insure that the targets now covered by the Jupiter 
missiles in Turkey will be permanently assigned to other 
weapons systems capable of striking such targets. Such steps 
could include, if the NATO alliance so desires, the positioning 
of Polaris submarines carrying the equivalent numbers oi 

A 

missiles in the Mediterranean. 

In view o^ the urgent nature of the decisions involved in 
these actions, the members of the NATO alliance are asked to 
coi;sul]t immediately and advise the United States of their position 
ynth respect to the course of action which appears to them to 
be in the best interests of the alliance. 


'? ... 
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jfy Scandinavia, : 


o uje 



Swedish govt 0 n 26 October formally protested US quarantine 
on Cuba shipping declaring it "reserves all rights with regard to 


its own shipping." 


"T A : 


•(*; ■'i t~ • k. *■> 


t 


Reaction in other Scandinavian countries somewhat milder. 
Norwegian and Danish question legality oi 

quarantine but they have indicated their shipping will submit 
to challenge and inspection. 
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EgPi ££X B f action s Ther- Is little new reporting on popular reaction in “aJt 
Europe. Citizens of the Rumen inn copitel are reacting to tne Cuban ertsie 


vith "alarm end fear of war." Many Hungarians reportedly ere hoping : or 

-£*♦«** -i -i n i ± y*. € + ho 


a IB-Soviet showdown which they 


would leed to the end of tne Swiet 


25X1 


occupation of Hungary . 



rear thef"th«)ir population' rfght hec^m-emtoidmwed-vrs tttT -&ctvc 



on 26/;ctober 


In Fuls 


fghts now ctri 
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panic buying In Bucharest has placed e severe strain on supplies of nteyles. 


Stores ere being cleaned out, flour sr.d fats ere unavailable, and sene e teres 
have been forced to close down. The tlackmarket in food has reappeared. The 


Latest- reports from Warsaw indicate that seere buying has t bated. ar - 


25X1 


the situetion is outwardly calm. 


/ \ K J- 
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HMWk go forward. 
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Consistent with the fix tone of President Lone z Mateos' message of 

24 October sShesMesAsaasgessBaaea* to President Dorticos of Cuba, the Mexican 


government 


is taking steps which provide at least tacit 


support for the United States. On 26 October the Secretary of the Navy r 

^onsul±at4 "in Pim^idoM. TidiAa MaN ^aa. informed the US Naval Attache that 

Mexico was solidly behind the US in the present crisis. He stated that lexicon 

ports have been closed to Cuban traffic but remain available to US quarantine 

vessels if normal clearance through diplomatic channels is requested. Aifhraxk 

He said the president had decided not to seek/ congressional authorisation 

for Mexican participation in the quarantine forces but unofficial reports 

from Vera Cruz said that ten ships of the Mexican Navy have been ordered to 
narrow 

patrol theAucatan channel between Mexico and Cuba 

According to the US Air Attache, all Mexican Air Force jets were 
being transferred as of 26 October to patrol the coast of Yucatan ijconx again. ,t 


movement to or from Cuba. 


UPI reports that troors are 


also being moved toward Yucatan and to petroleum installations al] over iexico 


to prevent sabotage. 

OrT 2 5*l)ct obe r a usually reliable source reported that the mo3t 

infiu^nti^l^ in the Mexican Foreign Ministry favor the policy of the 

US, feel it is ne ce s saryy- -ancLui 11 support it. 

says ’ 

USIS Mexico fsreist that tkst^a pAPer 4$ ^considers close to the 
government^ is following a dubious editorial policy whictTlfiay provide cover 
.for the Mexican gover n ment to. revise its apparent stapBgrt of the US. 
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Considerable fear that the United States will invade Cuba exists 

r. -I 

throughout 0 * the UN* Latin America reportedly remains firm in its 
support of the US and has notified the secretary general that any Cuban 
settlement must inolude the removal of the Soviet-Cuban nuclear men.,., 
from the hemisphere. The non-aligned group, however, is saying that 
all bases should be abolished and the Africans, particularly, are afraid 
that the US is planning to do the same thing in Cuba that the USSR 

in Hungary. 


The talks between Thant and the chief delegates of the USSR, US 


ant. Ju a 


are continuing. Thant believe, that the basic cause of the whole 
situation is Cuba., fear of US invasion. Thant clearly putting principe 
emphasis on the possibility of a US guarantee not to invade Cuba as a 
short-circuit solution to the whole problem. 


25X1 
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Dear Hr. Chairman: 

i have read your letter of October 26 with great a; d 

find in it the indications of a willingness on your os ct t.» 
seek a prompt and peaceful solution to the present crisis, 

I would suggest , in the light of your letter, that tbn 
elements which might be included in such e solution are the 
following: 

1. You would undertake Imaediately to cease wort m : i i 
offensive missile bates in Cuba and would promptly render 
inoperable all weapons systems in Cube capable of being « M 
against the soil of any nation of the Western Hoaiapht re. 

2. You would agree to remove such weapons systet s 
from Cuba under appropriate Uhited Nations observation t i 
supervision. 

3. Ire wtml i 
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3. You would undertake , with suitable safeguards, tha 
you would not in the future introduce such weapons sytt m* 
into Cuba. 

4. Upon the es tab lishaent of ad eq uate arrangement ths 

the United Nations to ensure the carry lltng out of the«: scat*! osents 
we, on our part, (a) would undertake promptly to remove th* 
quarantine measures now in effect; tod (b) would undertake : ; 
give assurances to respect the territorial integrity an< 
political independanc & of C^t, and I am confident that otr-i r 
nations of the Western Hemisphere would be prepared to do 
likewise. However, these assurances could be given only in 
Cuba, in turn, were to give assurances that it would not sac*, 
through military aggression or subversion, to Interfere in 
the affairs of other American states. 
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I have given my representative* in Hew York inatra&tlaut 
that will permit then today to work out an arrangement iloe , 
these line* with the Anting Secretary General and your 
representative*. If you will give year representatives sLis! ^ 
instructions, there is no reason why we should not be able 
complete these arrangement* sad announce th e n to the merle 
no later than tomorrow. 

As I was preparing this letter 1 learned of your publi : 
message attempting to co nnec t NATO bases and Cuba. 1 tvs t 
tall you frankly that this is not a way to .get forward wit l 
a settlement of the immediate crisis. The immediate c’.iaix 
is In Cuba, and it is there that very prompt action is 
necessary. When we get agreement there, 1 shall be ready *:♦ iisucss 
wider Issues. 
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of^AxmCTjaocmnt 

In accordance with the resolution sad reftel on Oc ob«i i i, 
1962 by the Or gen of Consultation of the Inter-Ataerican $7 * * 
tiie United States has been conducting continuing aurvei llan * 
of the build-up of offenaive weapon* in Cuba. This cost air u. 
called for intensified surveillance of the delivery of irsri d 
implements of wer end ell other items of strategic iapc ftaa ♦ 
to the communist regime on Cube, in order to prevent the ** * t 
accumulation in the island of arms that can be used fox 
offensive purposes against the hemisphere. In light of ta* 
continued build-up of activity at the offenaive weapons 1 »mUk 
C ions in Cuba, the United States is forced to step up -te 
daylight surveillance program. 

In m-*** addition, in view of the fact that major «e tivxty 
is also under way Airing night time hours, future survil rua 
will also include night time coverage and will involve tkm mm 
of flash cartridges for illumination. The use of such 
flash cartridges poses no danger to ground personnel. 
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